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We share MacRoberts’ (1984) reluctance in including Al. aquatkuni in 
the flora of Louisiana. Brown’s (1930) report from Grand Isle is based on a 
misidentified specimen of Stellaria prostrata Baldw. (Brown 2030 [LSU], 
MICH). The listing of Louisiana in the range statement for Al. aquatkuni in 

all three editions of Small (1903, 1913, 1933) is also suspect in light of his 
determination of Brown 2498 (Lake Pontchartrain beach; MICH) as Alsine 
aquatka —it also is Stellaria prostratal 

Petrorhagia 

We could not locate a specimen of Petrorhagia prcjlifera (L.) P. Ball 
& Heyw. to substantiate Logan’s reference (1963) to the species’ existence 
in Lincoln Parish, Louisiana, and thus have not listed it for that state. 
MacRoberts (1984) noted that Logan was at LTU at the time of his study, 
but no specimen is in that collection (D. G. Rhodes, pers. comm.). 

One species to watch for in Louisiana is Petrorhacua velutina (Guss.) 
P. Ball & Heyw. This species is very abundant along many roadsides in 
eastern Texas and has been collected within 5 miles of the Texas-Louisiana 
border (MacRoberts 2339, LSUS, NO). See Rabeler (1985) for additional 

information on R velutina. 

Scleranthus 

The following collection of Scleranthus annuus L. is. the first 
recorded for Kentucky. Gallatin Co.: in fallow field 1.5 mi E of Warsaw, 
21 Apr 1984, Thieret 33020 (KNK). In the Warsaw area the species is 
locally common in fallow fields and nurseries. This widely distributed 
Eurasian weed is now reported from all of the southeastern states except 
Mississippi; however the species certainly occurs there. 

Stellaria 

We saw several important collections of Stellaria alsine Grimm, con¬ 
firming its existence in Georgia and extending the known range into 
Florida, Louisiana, and West Virginia. 

Four specimens of S. alsine from Georgia were located, all collected in 
1904. Richmond Co.: In spring run in ravine, Augusta, 28 Mar 1904, 
A. Cuthbert s.n. (FLAS); same data, 29 Apr 1904 (FLAS); in spring near 
Fruitlands, Augusta, 29 Apr 1904, Cuthbert 1063 (NY); Birckman’s 
pumphouse, Augusta, Cuthbert sec(ond}. of 1063 (NY). The only other 
reference to S. alsine in Georgia is in Maguire (1952), no doubt based on 
the NY collections, both bearing the synonym Alsine uliginosa (Murray) 
Britton. 
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The following collection represents the first report of S. alstm for 
Louisiana. Lasalle Parish: run-off seepage area from a sulfur spring be¬ 
side Trout Creek, NW of LA 8 and White Sulfur Springs, Sec. 5, T7N, 
R2E, 23 Feb 1975, Thomas {andLaird) 42599 (NLU, 2 sheets). Inspection 

of these collections revealed plants which matched other 5', alsine 
specimens in every aspect except one; five white petals nearly equal in 
length (2 — 4 mm) to the sepals were present in some flowers. We know of 
no other reports of this phenomenon; S. alsine is normally described as 
either having narrow, inconspicuous petals or being apetalous. 
Procurement of additional material is necessary before any decision on 
formal recognition of this variation can be made. 

Stellaria alsine can now be reported for West Virginia. Hampshire Co.; 
along Ca[ca}pon River, Yellow Spring, 20 Sep 1941, W. M. Frye s. n. 
(WVA). Tucker Co.: Canaan Valley, sandy soil near Blackwater River at 

Davis, alt. 900- 1200 m., 30 May 1946, Allard 11894 (MICH, US, 

WVA); damp bank near bridge over Beaver Creek near Davis, 16 Jun 

1947, Allard 12254 (MT, PENN, US, WVA). Upshur Co.: gravel creek 
bed, Glady Fork, 4 mi W of Buckhannon, 21 Sep 1962, Rossbach 4165 
(NCU, WVA). 

The Allard collections of 5’. alsine were labeled S. borealis Bigelow var. 
isophylla Fern., with Allard 11894 being the basis of Allard’s report (Allard 
1947) of S. borealis as new to West Virginia. Stellaria borealis was 
reported again in West Virginia by Hutton (1977) [as S. calycantha 
(Ledeb.) Bong.} for his collection in Tucker County. Although the Hutton 
collection noted in that article could not be located at WVA, material 
collected by Dr. Hutton at the same site (a cold pool at base of cranberry 
bog, Dolly Sods) received by Rabeler (24 Aug 1984, E. E. Hatton s.n., 
MICH, MSC, NCU, WVA) indeed proved to be .S', borealis. 

Although Brown and Brown (1984) list Stellaria longipes Goldie as 
occurring in Baltimore County, Maryland, we doubt this species should be 
admitted to the flora of the southeastern United States. Stellaria longipes is 
defined as either a highly plastic species (Chinnappa & Morton 1984) or as a 
complex of closely-related species (see Scoggan 1978 for a key to 11 segre¬ 
gate species) native to the northern reaches of the continent, extending as 
far south in the east as western New York (Fernald 1950). Wherry, Fogg, 
and Wahl (1978) did not include S. longipes in their Atlas of the Flora of 
Pennsylvania. Core included S. longipes in his preliminary treatment of 
Stellaria in the southeastern United States, citing Balters 917 from Balti¬ 
more, Maryland. Reveal (1985) noted that Brown and Brown (1984) in¬ 
cluded records based on Balters collections. We were unsuccessful in locat¬ 
ing Balters 917, but given Reveal’s (1985) statements about suspicions 
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surrounding the origins of some Balters collections, we feel justified in 
deleting Balters 917 from consideration in our treatment. 

A few comments on the Stellaria species listed for Louisiana by 
MacRoberts (1984) are in order. First, his statement that S. longtfolta 
Muhl. ex. Willd. is “treated by most authors as a synonym for 5'. graminea" 
L. is not correct. Additionally, both Stellaria graminea and 5’. longifolia 
should be deleted from the MacRoberts (1984) list since no specimens of 
these taxa from Louisiana were seen. Two collections labeled Stellaria 

graminea {Thomas 28457, FLAS, NCU, NLU, RSA, SMU, WILLI; Thomas 
& Thomas 31710, DOV, MARY, MSC) are in reality Minuartia patula 
(Michx.) Mattf. 
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ABSTRACT 

A recent collection of Rohinsonella glabrifolia extends the range of the species from 
southern Mexico to Guatemala, permits an amplification of the description to include 
flowers and fruits (previously unknown), and clarifies our understanding of inflorescence 
structure in the genus, and consequently of sectional subdivision of the genus. On the basis 
of this improved understanding, section Mirandella is reduced to synonymy with section 
Robinsonella. Section Grayella is retained as distinct. 

Robinsonella glabrifolia was described from a single locality in Chiapas 
(Fryxell 1985) on the basis of two collections that were in an early stage of 
flowering and therefore lacked fruiting structures. Additional material of 
this species extends the geographical range, provides new information on 
flowers and fruits, and provides added data relative to the nature of the 
inflorescence in the genus, bearing importantly on the infra-generic 

classification of Robinsonella (Fryxell 1973)- This paper addresses the 
taxonomic implications of these three points. 

c;fx)GRAphical distribution 

The type collection is from: 

MEXICO: Chiapas. Mpio. La Trinitaria, 10 km ENE of Dos Lagos above Santa Elena, 
1170 m, montane rain forest, 9 Feb 1982, Breedlove ^8430 (HtJLOTVPE: CAS; isotypl: pf). 

The additional collections that have come to hand are: 

CHIAPAS; Mpio. de Yajalon, Rancho Carmen, arbol de 10 m con llores blancas, 25 Mar 
1984, Ton 7472 (MEXU, pf). GUATEMALA: Dept. Peten. LaCumbre, east of the village, 
in zapotal, on top of hill, small tree 35 ft high, 5 in. diam., corolla violet-white, 16 Mar 

1975, Lundell & Contreras 19108 (LL). 

These localities are separated by distances of 200 — 300 km, and the range 
of the species now is known to extend to both sides of the Mexican- 
Guatemalan border. 


SIDA 13(2):137 - 160. 1988. 
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FLOWER AND FRUIT STRUCTURE 

The corolla on the Lundell & Contreras specimen is described by the 
collectors as “violet-white.” Examination of the specimen suggests that 
this refers to a petal that is white or pale lavender with a darker blotch at 
the base. The Ton collection bears mature fruits, although the label refers 
to white flowers. In amplification of the original description, the flowers 
and fruits may be further described as follows: 

Petals obtriangular, 4,5 — 5 mm long, 3 5 mm wide, conspicuously ciliate on claw 
(hairs 0.6 mm long), otherwise glabrous; staminal column 3—4 mm long, glabrous, 
pallid, prominently lO-veined, antheriferous at the apex, the filaments 12— 14, 1.7 mm 
long, the anthers 1 mm long, occasionally geminate; styles 7 — 8, slender, glabrous, pallid, 
exceeding the staminal column by up to 4 mm, the stigmas capitate. Fruits minutely 
stellate-pubescent; mericarps 7 — 9, 8 — 12 mm long, 3 — 4 mm wide, more or less falcate, 
inflated, l-seeded; seeds basally situated, 3 mm long, minutely pubescent. 

It may be noted that R. glabrifolia generally has fewer carpels (7 — 9) than 
other species of the genus, which have 8 — 30 carpels, most species having 
10 or more. 


INFLORESCENCE STRUC:TURE 

Robimonella was divided into three sections by Fryxell (1973): 

sect. Robimonella having condensed axillary racemes, so condensed as to appear fascicu¬ 
late (generally shorter than the subtending petiole); 

sect. Orayella having paniculate inflorescences (generally longer than the subtending 
petiole); and 

sect. M.irandella having an intermediate condition—the inflorescence racemose but less 
condensed; and longer or shorter than the subtending petiole. 

These inflorescence characters are supported by pubescence characters. 

The original description of i?. glabrifolia (based on the Chiapan material) 
stated the inflorescences to be racemes about twice the length of the 
subtending petioles. The species was referred to section Grayella on the 
basis of these elongated inflorescences. The Guatemalan specimen, on the 
other hand, has racemes that are much shorter than the subtending petioles 
(Fig. 1). In the latter case, the inflorescences conform to those typical of 
other species of section Robinsonella, but in the former case they do not, in 
that the racemes are elongated rather than condensed. The axis of the in¬ 
florescence varies in length from 5—12 mm in the Guatemalan plant to 
25 — 55 mm in the Chiapan plant. Apart from this difference in axis 
length, however, the racemose nature of the inflorescence is a common fea¬ 
ture of the two collections, including the tendency to have the flowers 
borne in pairs along the raceme axis. 

In our opinion, these two collections are conspecific; the expression of 






